
Leading with Integrity 
REV. RYAN RALSTON

John 14:21, “He that hath my command-
ments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my 
Father, and I will love him, and will manifest 
myself to him.”

Richard Foster, in Celebration of Discipline, 
wrote “Superficiality is the curse of the age.  
The desperate need of the age is not for a 
greater number of intelligent people, or gifted 
people, but for deep people.”  Those words are 
decades old, but the reality is still fresh today.  
Many people never allow their relationships, 
values, or decisions 
to become anything 
deeper than what is 
convenient for the 
moment.  We need 
men and women of 
God to lead out of 
their convictions-not 
conveniences!  

Jesus stresses the 
importance of knowing and keeping the truth 
in this verse.  There are three things I would 
like to point out to you.  Notice, the RECEIV-
ING OF THE TRUTH.  Jesus qualifies his 
statements to those who “hath my command-
ments.”  Jesus is speaking to those followers 
who have heard, believed, and received the 
Word of God to be true and inspired.  They had 
more than a cursory hearing of truth-they had 
a firm understanding of the truth.  

Martin Luther King stated so pointedly, “If 
a man has nothing he is willing to die for, then 
really he has nothing to live for.”  A conviction 
is a firm belief or fixed value.  We need men 
and women of God with convictions!  I am 
convicted God’s Word is the final authority 
on all issues.  I am convicted holiness living is 
God’s will and pleasure for all generations.  I 
am convicted the baptism of the Holy Ghost 
with speaking in tongues is for this genera-

tion.  I am convicted God made male and 
female in gender distinction and it is fixed by 
the hand of God.  I am convicted marriage is 
a covenant between man and woman for life 
and divorce is not an option.  I am convicted 
Jesus was the sinless Son of God, died a sub-
stitutionary death in my place on Calvary, rose 
on Easter morning with power over death, 
ascended back to Heaven and will return soon 
with all glory and power!  It is settled in my 
heart-I am convicted!

Secondly, notice the RETAINING OF THE 
TRUTH.  Not only does Jesus speak to those 
who have received the truth, but he identifies 

that who have “kept” 
the truth.  Pastors, 
we have been com-
missioned to keep an 
eye on the truth.  We 
have been charged 
by God to keep the 
truth.  In a society 
where morals are 
eroding, boundaries 

are non-existent, and consciences are seared, 
we must lead from the truths of God’s un-
changing, infallible Word!

George Barna in collaboration with 
American Culture Faith Institute released a 
report showing only 4% of millennials have 
a Biblical worldview.  
Only 1 out of every 
25 people in America 
between the ages 
of 18-29 allow the 
Bible to shape their 
worldview.  Christian 
Education has never 
been more valuable!  
When surveyed, this 
same group of mil-
lennials would show that almost 25% claim 
to be evangelical.  When placed together, the 
data shows many millennials attend church 

but never reach a point where God’s Word 
becomes transformative to their lives.  A cost-
less Christianity is being preached from many 
pulpits and it is producing a generation of 
church goers without any convictions.  

Finally, notice the REWARDING OF THE 
TRUTH.  Jesus declares because our love is 
evident in our behavior toward the truth, He 
will manifest Himself in the life of that believ-
er.  He will not discharge an angel to bless that 
believer, but promises to manifest Himself to 
the truth-holder.  To manifest means to make 
plain, declare, or disclose.  Jesus shares there 
is a special promise for those who will hold to 
the truth.  

Haddon Robinson told the story of a young 
man who came to his music teacher and said 
to him, “What’s the good news for today?”  
The old teacher was silent as he stood up and 

walked across the 
room, picked up a 
hammer, and struck 
a tuning fork.  As 
the note sounded 
throughout the room, 
he said, “That is A, it 
is A today; it was A 
five thousand years 
ago; and it will be A 
ten thousand years 

from now.  That’s the good news for today.”  
My friend, God’s Word is true today; it has 

always been true; and it will always be true!
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SUMMER MINISTRY 

If you would like to have the  
Heritage Seminary students visit your 

church for summer ministry, please contact 
Dr. Ryan Ralston at 912.596.5752 or 

revralston@gmail.com.
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June 26, 2017 - June 30, 2017
Morning Speaker: Bro. Dwain Galiher

Evening Speaker: Bro. Lloyd Shuecraft



REV. E. R. RALSTON

This article is the first in a series 
of brief articles defending biblical, 
doctrinal truth. The focal point of 
God’s revelation to mankind is the 
Word of God. The uniqueness of His 
Word is established in the declara-
tion of divine inspiration. Thus, the 
Scriptures possess the attributes of 
inerrancy, infallibility, and immuta-
bility. The Bible is the prophetic and 
progressive revelation of 
God’s unfolding drama 
of redemption. There-
fore, it is to be expected 
that Satan continues to 
fight against the Word of 
God and tries to destroy 
the doctrinal foundation 
upon which the New Tes-
tament Church is built. 

From the Garden of 
Eden to Mt. Sinai, from Mt. Sinai 
to Calvary, and from Calvary to the 
Revelation of Apostle John, the 
Word of God has been challenged. 
Down through the pages of New 
Testament church history that 
battle has continued. Now the con-
temporary church finds itself in an 
intense battle against neo-ortho-
doxy. Neo-orthodoxy advocates 
that the Bible is not inspired by 
God and since human agency was 
used in its writing some of it may be 
false. To the neo-orthodoxy theo-
logian, revelation depends upon 

personal experience. The Bible be-
comes the Word of God when it di-
rects someone to Jesus. Therefore, 
it is incumbent upon me in this writ-
ing to emphatically defend the ple-
nary, verbal inspiration of Scripture. 

Emil Brunner is one of the lead-
ing theologians who promote the 
neo-orthodoxy movement. He held 
professorships of Systematic Theol-
ogy and Christian Ethics and Philos-
ophy at Princeton Theological Sem-

inary and International 
Christian University. He 
authored many books 
with his three volume 
set on Dogmatics being 
his classic work. His re-
jection of Fundamental-
ism and his belief that 
the Bible is simply hu-
man words of religious 
counsel is revealed in his 

book, The Mediator, when he wrote, 
“The orthodox doctrine of verbal in-
spiration has been fully destroyed. 
It is clear that there is no connection 
between it and scientific research 
and honesty.”1 In another one of 
his works he states, “Faith in the 
infallible Bible is no longer possible 
for modern man”2 and yet again 
he writes, “Today there are but few 
theologians left who believe in the 
theory of the verbal inspiration of 
Scripture.”3 

Brunner’s contention with the 
authority of Scripture and refuta-

tion of orthodox biblical doctrine is 
noted in his statement that “thethe-
ory of Original Sin which has been 
the standard one for the Christian 
doctrine of man…is completely for-
eign to the thought of the Bible.”4 
Finally, he states, “I myself am an 
adherent of a rather radical school 
of Biblical criticism which for ex-
ample does not accept the Gospel 
of John as an historical source.”5

Several factors must be pre-
sented in response to such a blatant 
assertion against the infallibility 
and plenary, verbal inspiration of 
Scripture. First, a definition is in or-
der. “Biblical inspiration is not only 
verbal (located in the words), but 
it is also plenary, meaning that it 
extends to every part of the words 
and all they teach or imply.”6 Sec-
ond, the Scripture speaks explicitly 
about itself. For instance, the Bible 
declares in 2 Timothy 3:16 “all scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God,” 
and in Matthew 24:35 “Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away.”

Third, Jesus endorsed the in-
spiration of Scripture in Matthew 
5:18 and in John 10:35b when He 
stated “the scripture cannot be 
broken.” The apostles also sanc-
tioned the plenary, verbal inspi-
ration of Scripture in Acts 1:16. 
The Bi)ble is divine, not natural; 
it is living, not mechanical; it is 
verbal, not conceptual; and it is 

complete, not partial. Historicity, 
historiography, and archaeology 
stand as triune towers declaring 
the authenticity and reliability of 
the Scriptures. Biblical geography 
and biblical ethnology serve as 
vanguards trumpeting the immu-
table, inerrant, infallible, plenary, 
verbal, inspiration of Scripture. 
Dr. Norman L. Geisler best sum-
marizes the argument against 
neo-orthodoxy. He states, “Neo-
orthodoxy has been found to be 
biblically unfounded, historically 
unsupported, philosophically in-
consistent, Christologically inco-
herent, axiologically misplaced, 
logically fallacious, and practically 
unfruitful.”7

1. Emil Brunner, The Mediator, (New 
York, NY: Macmillan, 1942), 185.
2.___________, The Christian Doc-
trine of the Church, Faith, and Con-
summation. (Philadelphia, PA: the 
Westminster Press, 1962), 189.
3. Ibid., 190.
4.___________, The Christian Doc-
trine of Creation and Redemption 
(Philadelphia, PA: The Westminster 
Press, 1952), 103.
5. Millard J. Erickson, ed. The Living 
God (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book 
House, 1973), 157.
6. Norman Geisler, Systematic The-
ology in One Volume (Minneapolis, 
MN: Bethany House, 2011), 174.
7. Ibid. 288.
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I once heard a man say, “The 
greatest value in life is not what you 
get but what you become.” If that is 
true, then February’s trip to the Do-
minican Republic has added value 
to our lives immeasurably. I believe 
the students from Heritage did not 
simply go on a missions trip; no—
each of them had a moment when 
they became missions minded. 

Undoubtedly, some were this 
way beforehand and this trip only 
served to fortify their convictions 
for ministry. Others, however, had 
a time—a specific time, when their 
hearts were open to the needs, 
both spiritually and physically, of 
the world around them. These are 
the moments in life that change 
us and challenge us—that make 
us more like the Master and less 
earthly minded. 

I can’t quite say when it was or 
what it was for each student for 
sure: maybe it was giving much 
needed school supplies to the stu-
dents at Lava Pie and preaching to 
them? Or maybe it was fitting the 
poor children in Batista with shoes 
(some of which, had never owned a 
pair of shoes in their life). Perhaps it 
was witnessing to the street people 
and passing out gospel tracks and 

the Gospel of John in San Juan? Was 
it possibly the tremendous prayer 
meeting we had before the ser-
vice at Bro. Narciso’s church where 
heaven rushed down and found the 
enemy ill-prepared to respond? 

When ever it was and what ever 
it was is known only to heaven and 
inside the hearts of the ones there. 
I just know it happened. I just know 
God was there. I just know we left 
differently than how we came—
with a larger vision, a larger per-
spective. I know, regardless of what 
each student may have anticipated, 
they left with an accumulation of 
knowledge, experiences, feelings, 
perspectives, and convictions that 
will all help prepare them for fu-
ture opportunities that, I know, will 
show up without notice one day. 

Greater than having something 
from the Dominican, like a souvenir 
from a local shop or a selfie with a 
local settler, they became some-
thing from the Dominican. That’s 
what matters most. It was Warren 
W. Wiersbe who once said “Most 
of the people you meet day after 
day are either wasting their lives 
or merely spending their lives, but 
God’s servants have the privilege 
of investing their lives in what is 
eternal.” Thank you for investing 
into the lives of these students and 
thank you to the students who are 
investing their lives into eternity.

MISSION BOARD TESTIMONIAL



ISAAC PEYTON

STUDENT

The mission trip caused me to slow down and reflect on how I want to spend my life. When 
I am 80 years old, what would I change about my life now, as a young man, so that I could be 
successful for God? May God give me the opportunity sacrifice my young years for His king-
dom, while my peers choose to sacrifice their young years for the comforts of this world.

ASHLEY RADCLIFFE

STUDENT

If someone were to ask me what my favorite part of the 
mission trip was, I would answer ‘the intense hunger for 
the gospel.’ The people of the Dominican, as opposed to 
the States, are very receptive of the gospel. Every one we 
handed a track to or invited to church gladly accepted. It 
was absolutely refreshing! It brought a reassurance of the 
fact that God is still working in the hearts and lives of peo-
ple outside of the States! As Matthew 5:6 states, “Blessed 
are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for 
they shall be filled.” It was wonderful to be able to supply 
the “filling” the people needed to quench their hunger.

STUDENT TESTIMONIALS



STUDENT TESTIMONIALS

EMILY BURRIS

STUDENT

I am so thankful for the opportunity 
and privilege I had to go on a missions 
trip to the Dominican Republic with Heri-
tage Seminary and Harvest Seasons Min-
istry. This was my first missions trip, but I 
pray it will not be my last. 

I believe the life of each student at Heri-
tage was greatly impacted during those 
short five days in the Dominican. However, 
there was one particular instance that truly 
spoke to my heart. On Wednesday the 8th, 
we traveled two hours up into the moun-
tains to play with the children, give out 
sneakers, and hold a service at Bro. Nar-
cisso’s church. Children from the village be-
gan to come out of the wood works as we 
sat on the curb and began to make balloon 
animals. Balloon animals quickly turned into 
a sword fight between the kids and Heritage 
guys. Although I could not speak Spanish 
with the children, I learned that we all smile 
in the same language. Seeing the light in 

their eyes and smiles on their faces over  a 
simple balloon brought an overwhelming 
sense of guilt for any speck of discontent-
ment in my own life. As I slid sneakers on a 
little boys bare feet and looked at his radi-
ant face smudged with dirt, Paul’s words in 
Philippians 4:11 returned to me, “...for I have 
learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith 
to be content.” The simple life these people 
lead magnified the god of materialism in 
the U. S. A. I left the Dominican Republic 
with a heavy heart and a greater burden for 
the souls of these people. 

I pray that this will strike a chord 
within the hearts of those who read this 
to lift up the Dominican Republic to God 
in prayer and the missionaries that God 
would bless their labor of love. J. Os-
wald Sanders noted in his book, Prayer 
Power Unlimited, “The Christian can be 
confident that as a result of prayer, God 
will answer in a way that will be in the 
best interests of His creatures and will 
be consistent with His nature and attri-
butes.” (Sanders, 1977, p. 127). 

VALERIE PEYTON

STUDENT

I was so honored to be a part of the missions’ trip to the Do-
minican Republic! It’s so amazing to see that the love of God 
translates to each and every language. It was a great reminder 
to be thankful for the everyday privileges I tend to take for 
granted. I will forever cherish the memories I made, and will 
continue to lift the Dominican people up in prayer.



This “Celebration of Praise Through Giving” is an opportunity to rejoice with us in relation to all that the Lord has done, 
is doing, and will do through Heritage Seminary. Our program will provide you with a complimentary delicious meal, sweet 
fellowship and highlights of the many ways that God is working through our student body. You will hear from our students 

about the unique and exciting ways that Heritage Seminary is making a difference in their lives as they prepare for ministry.

If you are unable to attend the banquet, but would like to make a donation please give  
online at HeritageSeminary.org or send a check or money order payable to:

Heritage Seminary
474 Little Neck Road
Savannah, GA 31419

SPRING  
MINISTRY TOUR 

Heritage Seminary students 
attended a 10 day ministry tour 

and visited many churches in 
5 different states: Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Ohio, Illinois, and 

Indiana. This ministry was a huge 
opportunity for the student 

body of Heritage Seminary and 
the value that was added to their 

personal lives and the lives of 
others that were impacted will 

be eternal. 

Founders’s Banquet
“Celebration of Praise Through Giving”

FRIDAY  MAY 19  7 PM 
Guest Spreaker Rev. Bob Newton


