
The   Priority   of   Ministry   Integrity
DR. RYAN RALSTON

R.   Kent   Hughes   was   struggling   with   the   
ministry   concept   that   success   was   directly   
proportional to   a   numbers   mentality.      This   
experience   left   him   frustrated   and   weary.      His   
writing   in Liberating   Ministry   from   the   Success   
Syndrome    (2008)   presented   the   concept   that   
“ministry   lies not   in   numbers,   but   in   sev-
eral   key   areas:   faithfulness,   serving,   loving,   
believing,   prayer, holiness,   and   a   Christlike   
attitude.”   His   experience   is   a   theme   that   is   
echoed   in   the   life   of   many pastors.        The   trend   
in   our   culture   is   to    place   more   value   on   do-
ing,   rather   than   being .      The result   is   a   soci-
ety   lacking   in   personal   and   spiritual   integrity.      
Jesus   warned   in   Matthew   23:28, “Even   so   ye   
also   outwardly   appear   righteous   unto   men,   
but   within   ye   are   full   of   hypocrisy   and iniq-
uity.”      Peter   Scazzero   (2015)   makes   a   pointed   
observation   from   the   life   of   Christ   that   Jesus’ 
identitywasfirmlyrootedinbeingthebe-
loved   of   the   Father   before   he   ever   engaged   
the   doing of   public   ministry.   In   Luke   3:22,    His   
HeavenlyFatherconfirmstheapprovalof
HisSonbeforeanyactions
were   taken   in   ministry.   What   
a   tremendous   perspective!      I   
know   many   preachers that   
feel   their    doing    for   God   seems   
to   count   more   than   who    they   
are    for   God.      And   that   just isn’t   
true!Ourcultureisinfluenc-
ing   many   preachers   to   allow   the   size   of   their   
church,   how many   revivals   they   preach,   or   
a   host   of   other   dynamics   to   dictate   how   
successful   they   feel   in ministry.      How   many   
preachers   are   using   a   measuring   stick   provid-
ed   by   the   devil   to   make   them feel   unworthy   
and   unsuccessful?      They   struggle   to   remain   
fervent   about   lost   souls   and   faithful to   the   
vision   that   God   has   birthed   in   their   heart.      We   
must   never   allow   doing   ministry   to   become 
more   important   than   spending   time   with   the   

One   who   called   us   into   the   ministry! 
The   devil   tempted   Jesus   on   three   occasions.      

He   challenged   the   identity   of   Jesus   with   the   
root of   the   temptations   focused   on   doing-
instead   of   being.      Is   it   a   tactic   of   the   devil   to   
cause   pastors to   focus   on   leadership   outcomes   
without   giving   credence   to   integrity?          The   
pressuretoperform(dosomething)should
never   be   so   great   that   is   replaces   our   desire   
tobetransformedbyGod(besomething). 
Before   we   can   be   used   by   God,   we   must   allow   
God   to   shape   us   into the   vessel   intended   for   
Hisglory.A.B.Simpson,whendefiningsanc-
tification,describedthestepsGoddemands:
a   separation   from   (the   world),   a   separation   
unto(God),andafillingwithin(adedicationto
God’s   purpose).      We   can’t   skip   steps   in   God’s   
programandbeeffectiveforHim.Ministryis
costly.Itwillcostselflessnessandsubmission.
Itwillcosttimeandtravail.Itwillcostsacrifice
and   study.   It   will   cost   purity   and   prayer.      Are   
you   willing   to   pay   the   price? 

There   seem   to   be   few   in   this   generation   
that   are   willing   to   pay   the   price,   but   I   have   
witnessed God’s   hand   upon   many   of   our   stu-

dents   as   He   called   them   to   set   themselves   
apart   for   His   glory. Whether   it   was   morning   
devotions,   an   altar   service   in   response   to   
the   preaching,   the interruption   of   the   Holy   
Ghost   in   a   service,   or   a   student’s   personal   
time   of   fasting,   God   is   laying His   hand   upon   
this   generation   of   godly   young   people   in   a   
glorious   manner.      The   time   will   come when   
you   will   get   to   know   our   students   by   name   
and   watch   their   ministries   flourish   for   God, 
but   it   will   be   after   they   have   spent   time   al-

lowing   God   to   consume   their   life. 
The Copernican Revolution...do you know 

what it is? It is named after Nicolaus Coper-
nicus, a 15th century astronomer, whose 
works built upon earlier science and proved 
the earth was not the center of the universe. 
On the contrary, he demonstrated that the 

sun was the center of the 
universe and that the earth 
revolved around the sun. It 
was a work that turned sci-
ence upside down, because 
it was a truth revealed from 
the inside out! Can I remind 
us that Jesus Christ is the 

center of our universe? Don’t allow the culture 
to turn your world upside down, but begin 
concentrating on the ultimate center of focus- 
Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world.
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The   pressure   to perform   (do   something)   should   
never   be   so   great   that   is   replaces   our   desire   to   

be   transformed by   God   (be   something) .  



Have you ever 
found yourself wres-
tling for assurance 
in your Christian 
beliefs? In Armed & 
Dangerous: Becom-
ing a Warrior of the 
Truth, Grant Ralston 
and Jonathan Min-
gledorffdeliverthe
essentials needed 
to secure your 
faith. In this book, 
you will read about 
fivebasicBible
doctrines: the Trin-
ity, sin, Jesus Christ, 
the Scriptures, and 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost. Filled 
with passion and purpose, this defense 

of the faith will 
propel you toward 
a greater under-
standing of God and 
his Word. You can 
order your copy of 
Armed & Dangerous 
online. Also, feel 
free to check out our 
new website that 
we have launched 
to provide more 
answers for Chris-
tians with questions 
(armedwithanswers.
com). Thank you 
foryourverbal,fi-

nancial, and spiritual 
encouragement in turning this dream 
into a reality. 

REV. E. R. RALSTON

This article is the second in a 
series of brief articles defend-
ing biblical, doctrinal truth. The 
prophet Isaiah declared in Is. 
40:18, “To whom then will ye 
liken God? Or what likeness will 
ye compare unto him?” With pen, 
paper, and passion we call to your 
attention the Trinity.

Three major world religions, Ju-
daism, Islam, and Chris-
tianity, believe in mono-
theism. However, only 
Christianity believes in 
the Trinity. The Trinity 
isrejectedorredefined
by almost all the major 
cults. In defending the 
doctrine of the Trinity, 
itisimportanttofirst
definewhattheword
Trinity means. “It means that God 
is a triunity: He is a plurality within 
unity. God has a plurality of persons 
and a unity of essence. God is three 
persons in one nature.”1 Second, 
the unity of the Trinity is implied 
in the Old Testament. In Genesis 
1:1, God (Elohim – a plural name) 
created (bara – a singular verb), 
implies a Trinity. In Deut. 6:4, the 
Hebrew word for one is echad 
which implies a plurality with unity. 
The implication of the Trinity is also 
seen in Genesis 1:26, Isaiah 6:8, and 
Judges 6:34. 

The Trinity is taught in the New 
Testament. In Matthew 3:16-17 
the Trinity is revealed at the bap-
tism of Jesus. In Matthew 28:19 
the Trinity is acknowledged in the 
baptismal formula for Christian 
converts. Apostle Paul in his 
benediction to the Corinthian 
church also acknowledged the 
Trinity in 2 Corinthians 13:14. To 
summarize at this point, “there 
is one only and true God, but in 

the unity of the God-
head there are three 
coeternal and coequal 
Persons, the same in 
substance, but distinct 
in subsistence.”2 

Mormonism which 
declares the belief 
in the Trinity, in fact, 
does not believe in a 
Trinity. An example of 

their confusion and falsehood is 
illustrated in the writings of Elder 
Orson Pratt. Elder Pratt is a noted 
write and apologist for Mormon-
ism who served on the Council 
of Twelve Apostles. He wrote, 
“The Father is a material being. 
The substance of which He is 
composed is wholly material…the 
Father consists of innumerable 
parts; and each one is so situated 
as to bear certain relations of 
distance to every other part.”3 
Another example of contradic-
tion is evident when he asserts 

“the Holy Spirit being one part 
of the Godhead is also a mate-
rial substance…two atoms of the 
Spirit cannot occupy the same 
space at the same time.”4 One 
finalcommentoftotaldenialof
the Trinity presents the idea that 
“two persons receiving the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, do not receive at 
the same time the same identical 
particles, thought they each re-
ceive a substance exactly similar 
in kind.”5

In considering the writings of 
Elder Pratt two important attri-
butes of God completely expose 
his fallacious interpretation of 
the Trinity. First, God’s simplic-
ity refutes Mormon theology. 
Simplicity means that God has no 
parts and therefore God is indivis-
ible. God is absolute unity. “Hear, 
O Israel: The Lord our God is one 
Lord:” (Deut. 6:4) and “I am the 
Lord; and there is none else” (Is. 
45:18) are just two of many Scrip-
tures that support the teaching 
of God’s simplicity. Second, God’s 
immateriality refutes Mormon 
theology. The truth that God is 
not material and cannot have 
parts is supported in John 4:24 
“(God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship him in 
spirit and in truth)”. 

Denial of the Trinity has many 
ramifications.Thosewhodeny
theTrinitydosotofulfilltheir

personal agendas of heresy. The 
defense of the biblical doctrine of 
the unity of the Trinity is manda-
tory for the following reasons. 
First, to refute and deny this 
foundational doctrine is to make 
the Scriptures false. The result of 
that action would be to destroy 
the inerrancy, infallibility, and 
inspiration of the Bible. Second, 
to refute and deny the Trinity 
would allow the false religions 
of the world to rob Jesus of His 
Deity. Jesus is the Son of God and 
the only Savior for lost human-
ity. Third, to refute and deny the 
Trinity would destroy the plan of 
salvation. The Trinity is neces-
sary to have a divine incarnation. 
The incarnation is necessary to 
provideaperfectsacrificeforthe
sins of the world. The virgin birth, 
sinless life, atoning death, and 
glorious resurrection of Jesus, the 
second person of the Godhead, is 
the only way to salvation. 

1. Norman L. Geisler, Systematic The-
ology In One Volume (Minneapolis, 
MN: Bethany House, 2011), 540.
2. Charles C. Ryrie, Basic Theology 
(Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1988), 53.
3. Orson Pratt, A Series of Pamphlets 
on the Doctrines of the Gospel (Salt 
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5. Ibid., 50.
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FOUNDER’S  
BANQUET 2017 
The Annual Founder’s Banquet 

was held on May 19, 2017 
to increase the donor base 
for Heritage Seminary. The 
financialneediscurrently
tocoverthedeficitonthe
Girls Dorm. The remaining 

balance owed on the dorm is 
$38,000. If you’d like to partner 
withusfinancially,please

call 912-921-0088 or e-mail 
heritagechristianministries@
gmail.com. You can also visit 

heritageseminary.org and  
click on the “Give” button  
and donate electronically. 

THANK YOU!
Thank you to all of the donors that support Heritage 

Seminary. Your generosity has been a huge blessing to 
the college as a whole, to each faculty member, and the 

entire student body and also fuels the visions for the 
future while giving stability to the present.

You are leaving a heritage for the generations that 
follow and your mark on our ministry will leave a lasting 
impression for Christ. Thank you again for your support 

for our endeavors to change the world for Christ.
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ARMED & DANGEROUS: BECOMING 
A WARRIOR OF THE TRUTH


